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MINUTES

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL MEETING

PART IIT of 1II

Date: Thursday, May 15, 1975
Time: 5:30 p. m.
Flace: Cabinet Room, The Wh:.te House

Subject: Mlddle Ea st

Principals

The President

The Vice President

Secretary of State Henry A. Kissinger
Secretary of Defense James Schlesinger

' Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff Gen. George S. Brown

Director of Central Intelligence William Colby

QOther Attendees

State: Deputy Secretary Robert Ingersoll
Ellsworth Bunker, Ambassador at ILarge

‘Defense: Deputy Secretary of Defense William Clements

WH:  Donald Rumsfeld

NSC: lt. Gen, Brent Scowcroft
-Robert B. Oakley '

DECLASSIFIED « E.O. 12958 Sec. 3,84
- With PORTIONS EXEMPTED

TOD SRR SENSIANE/ODIS - £-0. 12958 Sec. 18 ( b) (&)

MR 9g-39, ’*,;u AJK(LQ(A 2J10}9

By_L__.NAﬂA, Date 5!1‘!! ¢4
K4




e
[

Gerald R, Ford Libfér:)'

NSC, Mas 15,1975

MJS‘EMMI&% / 1S 27

Vice President:

. Presgident:

Schlesinger:

.President:

Schlesinger:

Colby:

I have used "survival as 2 free and independent
state' for 26 years. I have attended the kick-off
dinner of the United Jewish Appeal every year and
have a lot of experience in finding just the right
words. I have had to be careful. This will avoid
the territorial issue which is linked to security.

That iz okay. Survival or survival as a free and
independent state.

Could I raise another issue? Senator Church's
committee has asked to interrogate three of our
people without a monitor present, two of them in
connection with the Huston report and one for some
other report. We need guidance on how to handle
this problem, since it will set a precedent.

Have the employees asked to have a monitor preseni:?

The emp’loyees have not yet been notified directly.
The notification came to the Department of Defense.

I talked to Church today. Hills and I showed them
some very delicate stuff and they have begun to
realize how important it'is to compartmentalize
their operation. The problem of organization is as

‘important-as anything else, since they are now

operating with everyone having access to everything.
There was some sympathy for the idea of interviewing
the employee with a monitor present with a brief
period at the end where there would be unrestricted
access to the employee. Our Counsel would be there

most of the time.

I also testified before the entire Committee today.

It was like bging a prisoner in the dock, there was a

real interrogation. - All the questions were on assassina-
tion and it was like ''when did you stop beating your wife?'
That was all they wanted to talk about but I insisted on
covering the whole range of covert action in a larger

way, otherwise it would have been a disaster, I
explained to them how covert operations are conducted,

what are the procedures followed, what orders are
given, who does what. Then I gave them some specific
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Colby: ‘
(Continning}

Kissinger:

- President: v
" Colby:

-.Iﬁs sizig-er:

g Prve‘s.ideht :
-Colbx
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. assass:.na.tmn. B

Four staff members'.

cases that have already been blown for the most
part, such as Guatemala. This left them groping
for a way to tackle the whole problem. Thenl

~ went on to propaganda and agents of influence, telling

them, for exa.mple,_,........................
{
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I am not sure tha.t-exaniple will impress Ken.nédy.
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l-c..D.QCO.............-cc...--.- Then]:talked
‘about. Radio Free Europe. - And then at the end I got

- to assassination. I described the delicacy of the

problem and how little of this sort of thing the U, S..

has really done. There were attempts against Castro
r;n_tl_le early 1960s but our information is very scarce.
;‘..-'-...‘..;...'...l..‘.‘..‘l.....'..I...‘--_.. ':
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i++eee/ Then they wanted to know whether we had

‘ever had any of our own agents assassinated, you

know, _the Green Beret:stuff. I told them we never
do that. I also told them that our policy and our

. orders are very clear: we will have nothing to do
with assassination: " Church ended by saying that is

not enough. . That to be certain we need more than

. orders. We. need to have a law which proh1b1ts
) ..assa551nat1on in tu'ne of peace.

- 'Who was in the meetmg‘?

: .All ‘of the Sena.tors..

It is 2 anact of insa.nity and national humiliation to
have a law prohibiting the Pres1dent from ordenng

‘ Wa.é 'thei'e 'stai_.'f p_resent“;’ 2
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President:

Colby:

President:

‘ Schiesinger:

Colby:

. President;

‘ Schlesiﬁger:

Presgident;

And court reporters?

Yes.

.

Jim {Schlesinger], .at:what echelon are the employees
.they want to questlon and when are they to testify?

It will be soomn. ’I’hey are of a lower level and the
implication is that it iz a question of wrong-doing

that the Commitiee is after on the part of the

individual rather than the Department.

There is a big difference between individual action
and responsibility and the way in which the institution
conducts its operations.

I have asked my Counsel, Rod Hills, to draw up some
guidelines for testifying,

Ca.n we say to the Church Committee that we are
deve10p1ng an Administration-wide policy and we will
be back to them as soon as it has been developed?

Yes. You should get together with Rod Hills who is
already working on this.




